January 21, 2002

Minutes of Father Melbourne Ladies Auxiliary

1.  Meeting called to order:  January 7, 2002  
7:10 p.m.

2. Members in attendance: 

Arleen Heath – President
Sherry Bodin – Vice President
Mary Cleveland - Trustee

Betty Adler
Myrtle Ferrell
Maria Elena Walsh

Patricia Kennish (Guest)
Katie (Guest)


3.  Arleen opened the meeting by thanking the guest speakers for taking time out to present information on Pro-Life issues.  Mary Cleveland introduced the meeting’s guest speakers:  James & Ann Curro, Knights of Columbus State Pro-Life Couple.

4.  GUEST SPEAKER:  Pro-Life Issues:  Ann Curro

· Ann Curro is the Legislative representative for Catholic Daughters in respect to Pro-Life issues

· Catechism for Catholics book is highly recommended for all Catholic family members

· Norma McCorvey was unable to attend Anchorage’s Pro-Life event on January 20 due to illness

· Memorial scheduled for 2:00pm at the city cemetery on January 20, 2002

· Archbishop Schweitz will attend event

· Encouraged wearing the pro-life pins (cross and precious feet) all the time to show complete support

· Encouraged pro-life discussions and support among young adults

· Spoke about the “Say It with Roses” campaign in which government representatives are sent roses in support of pro-life issues and that the Catholic community is watching their legal decisions on this important matter

· Check out the pro-life website under the Alaska Knights of Columbus webpage

· In February, Congress will be discussing (a) cloning research and (b) stem-cell research

· Email your government representatives to let them know your views on these issues

· There are two Catholic cemeteries in Anchorage:  

· City Cemetery at 9th & Cordova

· Catholic Cemetery off Klatt Road

· Many brochures on pro-life issues were distributed to the attendees

· Any questions concerning pro-life issues, please contact James or Ann Curro, 349-3772

· Ladies Auxiliary presented James & Ann Curro with a plant to thank them for their time (thank you to Mary Cleveland for providing the gift)

5.  PRAYER:  Arleen Heath opened official meeting with two prayers.
6.  OLD BUSINESS:

a. RCIA Retreat:  (OPEN)

Next RCIA retreat is fast approaching.  Need to get with Lyn Dalsfoist to find out the dates/times for the retreats to properly prepare purchasing of items needed and volunteers to help set up. 

b. February Self-Defense Class:  (OPEN)

Sherry has coordinated with Bruce for the February meeting and will set up the change of date with him.  Meeting now set for February 6 at 7:00pm with the guest speaker showing up at 

7:30pm. 

c. Pro-Life presentation:  (CLOSED)

James & Ann Curro presented their topic which generated an interesting discussion and 

enlightened us with information not made public by experts.  Have invited Ann Curro back at a later date to speak specifically on stem-cell research.  Great interest was voiced on this topic.

d. SEAS Children’s Christmas Party:  (CLOSED)

This event was a tremendous hit with the parishioners and many comments were made in the hopes that this event becomes an annual event.  The Knights of Columbus and Ladies Auxiliary volunteers did a wonderful job.  Thanks to all!

e. Define Ladies Auxiliary Annual Parish Goals:  (CLOSED)

Sr. Loretta has approved the Auxiliary’s objectives to support the parish.  The final outcome reaped the following objectives for this year’s Auxiliary Council:

A. RCIA Retreat Continental Breakfast Buffet Preparation

B. SEAS Easter Vigil Reception Preparation

C. SEAS Parish Picnic Organizer

D. Fr. Scott Farewell Reception and New Parish Priest Reception

E. Set up/prepare for 9:00am Mass Donuts/Coffee/Juice Reception (when needed)

f. Promotion of Ladies Auxiliary:  (OPEN)

Lightly touched on topic.  Tabled until next meeting.

7. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Fr. Scott Farewell Reception:  (OPEN)

Pat Kennish, of the SEAS Social Committee, spoke on what the Ladies Auxiliary were expected to provide in support of this event.  The Auxiliary volunteers were to help with food set up, preparation, and ensuring the tables were replenished with necessary food items.  Volunteers would show up at noon on January 13 to help and stay until the event ended at 4:00pm.  For additional questions, please call Pat Kennish at 345-0306.

b. March Guest Speaker:  (OPEN)

Sherry asked for ideas for upcoming guest speakers.  She recommended that the March speaker be from the Catholic Library and to possibly have them bring in copies of the Catholic Catechism for members to purchase, if they so desire.  The members present thought it was an excellent idea and the decision was made to have a Catholic Library staff member speak at the March meeting.  Sherry will make all arrangements.

c. Auxiliary Funds:  (OPEN)

A recommendation was made to ask the Knights of Columbus Council for funds to start the Auxiliary’s financial account.  Ideas were to ask for a percentage of one Pancake Breakfast’s proceeds.  Auxiliary members already help out at these events.  Should this be approved, the Auxiliary may have to become permanent volunteers for this event.  More discussions will be brought up at the February meeting.  Arleen will discuss with their Grand Knight.

d. Parish Summer Picnic:  (OPEN)

Myrtle Ferrell has volunteered to chair this committee with the support of the Auxiliary and the Knights of Columbus Council members.  Site locations will be researched and discussions with Sr. Loretta must be accomplished prior to any further planning.  Discussion on date of the event came up with early June.  Looking at right after or before the school year ends so that we may catch parishioners before summer vacations and fishing trips take over.

e. Possible Auxiliary Public Relations Projects:  (OPEN)

Monica Belgarde is the Director, Public Relations for the Auxiliary.  She was unable to attend however, she reported that the Auxiliary’s monthly meeting information will be placed permanently in the SEAS Parish Bulletin in the back cover.  Excellent idea!  The members present came up with other ideas to give the Auxiliary exposure:

· Speak at the masses at least twice a calendar year on what the Auxiliary is all about

· Have a membership drive 

· Ensure the Auxiliary gets its own paragraph and number assigned in the parish ministry book distributed during “Ministry” weekend

· Take pictures of Auxiliary members participating in parish activities

f. Add “Ladies Auxiliary” to Pancake Breakfast Sign:  (OPEN)

Recommendation to add our name to the Knights of Columbus’ Pancake Breakfast sign.  Arleen will speak to the Grand Knight and Betty will speak to Kevin Adler on this issue.  More to come!

g. Ladies Auxiliary Name Tags/Vests:  (OPEN)

A recommendation to have name tags and vests for all Auxiliary members to help advertise our presence when involved in parish activities.  More to come on this issue.

8. STANDING COMMITTEES:  OPEN

a. By-Law Committee:  Lizzie Newell, Chairperson  

b. Membership Committee:  Monica Belgarde, Chairperson

c. Social Activities Committee:  AVAILABLE

d. Installation Committee:  INACTIVE

e. Catholic Action Committee:  INACTIVE

9. Members voted on moving February’s meeting to February 6, 2002 due to Ash Wednesday being on 

February 13, 2002 (the second Wednesday of the month).  Time and place remains the same.  NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2002 AT 7:00PM IN THE SEAS MEETING ROOMS 2 & 4.  

10.  Arleen closed the meeting at 9:30p.m.

    <SIGNED>

ARLEEN HEATH

President, Ladies Auxiliary

